APPENDIX F
PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Meeting Summary

C2AE Project #08-219
Bicycle & Non-Motorized Pathway Development
Bath Charter Township
Public Information Meeting Summary
Bath Charter Township Offices
14480 Webster Rd.
P.O. Box 247
Bath, MI 48808
October 28, 2008
Those in Attendance:
Roni Christmas, Supervisor
James Foulds, Planning Director
Joe Pulver, Clinton County Road Commission
Rusti Owens, C2AE
Amy Mazure, C2AE
Members of the Public:
Leon Puttler
Laure Bechhofer
Tonya Sullivan
Mary Larson
Jeff Garrity
Bob Teely
Beth Schwartz
Skip Losey
Joe Pulver
Becky Goodwin
Adam Stacey
Several citizens filled out the comment sheets regarding the above-referenced project. Their comments
are summarized as follows:
1. What is most important to you regarding development of this plan?
Comments:
 Leon Puttler:
That it is finished enough to think about future development as well. That it is in places that
will be used. That it gets done.
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 Tonya Sullivan:
Safety.
 Mary Larson:
Collaboration with public school initiative SR2S.
 Laurie Bechhofer:
I love that you are looking at opportunity for biking and walking paths. It is such an
important priority to many residents of Bath Township.
2. The goals of the study are to provide universal access to the Township’s natural resources and
recreational facilities, programs and services, residential neighborhoods, commercial areas as well
as regional connectivity to Meridian Township and East Lansing trail systems. Are there other areas
and/or elements you would specifically consider?
Comments:
 Leon Puttler:
Not at this moment.
 Tonya Sullivan:
Granger Meadows Trails. Possible south side of Bengel Wildlife.
 Mary Larson:
Hooking into trails on school property.
 Laurie Bechhofer:
Connection between Chandler Road, Park Lake Road, Bath Schools, DeWitt. What will be
the new Meijer on M69.

3. What do you see as the most significant Township natural resources, or areas of interest?
Comments:
 Leon Puttler:
Park Lake, a revitalized downtown area, Rosa Lake, Bengel Wildlife Center, Chandler
Corridor.
 Tonya Sullivan:
Park Lake.
 Mary Larson:
People. Bengel. The 4 Corners.
 Laurie Bechhofer:
Park Lake. The “downtown” to be developed. The schools. The nature preserve on
Drumheller. The golf courses.
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4. Would you like to be updated as the study progresses?
Comments:





Leon Puttler: Yes.
Tonya Sullivan: Yes
Mary Larson: Yes
Laurie Bechhofer: Yes.

5. General Comments:
 Leon Puttler:
I’m excited that all of this is begin discussed and look forward to seeing continued planning
process, followed by implementation.
 Laurie Bechhofer:
Please continue to provide opportunities to dialogue, and hold public hearings at school, etc.,
to involve parents. I know they would be interested. Thank you!

The open house ended at approximately-----
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Meeting Summary

C2AE Project #08-219
Bicycle & Non-Motorized Pathway Development
Bath Charter Township
Public Information Meeting No. 2
Summary
Bath Charter Township Offices
14480 Webster Rd.
P.O. Box 247
Bath, MI 48808
February 19, 2009
Those in Attendance:
Planning Team
Tom Schneider – Township Supervisor
Troy Feltman, Township Manager
James Foulds, Planning Director
Jenn Wood – Parks and Recreation Director
Amy Mazure, C2AE
Rusti Owens, C2AE
Attendees:
Joe Benzie
Robert Leiby
Rick Curtis
Dan Kramer
Ronald Morgan
James Spagnuolo Sr.
John Reich, Sr.
Jeff Garrity
Bob Teely
Beth Schwartz
Skip Losey
Joe Pulver
Becky Goodwin
DISCUSSION
1. The meeting began shortly after 7:00 PM. Troy Feltman greeted all in attendance and briefly
discussed the purpose of the meeting:
• Review the Preliminary Conceptual Master Plan
• Gain input from the community regarding routes, priority corridors, and areas of special interest
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2. Troy Introduces C2AE Planning Director, Charles Owens who further described the primary meeting
goals and objectives:
• Formal presentation, in lieu of Open House Format used during the October, 2008 Public
Information meeting. Meeting is informal; questions are welcomed at any time during the
presentation.
• Presentation will provide an overview of the planning process and work accomplished to date.
• Provide examples of non-motorized trail options.
• Primary goal for meeting is to begin discussion regarding identification of “Primary Corridors”,
and the prioritization (schedule for implementation) of these corridors.
• Charles Owens introduces C2AE Landscape Architect/Planner, Amy Mazure, who provided an
overview of the current project process.
3. Amy reviewed the Project Goals and Study Objectives
• Provide universal access to the Township’s natural and manmade resources, recreational
facilities and programs, residential neighborhoods, schools, neighborhoods, commercial areas
and connection points with other neighboring current and/or planned trails.
• Develop a useable plan, which identifies a feasible and prudent implementation.
• Focus on the unique opportunities and constraints of the Township with regards to identifying
and developing creative, cost-effective planning alternatives and consider the natural
environment.
• Include the needs and desires of the Township
4. Amy reviewed the current planning stage (review of pre-final plan); next stage will include
incorporating items discussed and conclusions reached during this meeting and developing a final
preliminary Master Plan and report, which will be presented to the public in May, 2009. The final
Plan is scheduled to be completed in early June, 2009.
5. Amy reviewed the specific points of interest that were preliminarily identified during the October
Public Meeting. These generally included parks and natural areas, current and future planned
residential development, schools, and regional attractions.
• General consensus of the attendees was that Park Lake is a significant and prominent area of
the Township…
6. Amy continued by briefly reviewing and describing the constraints analysis used as a primary tool to
identify optimum development areas, as well as to identify potential environmental and/or manmade
concerns relative to development of non-motorized systems throughout various areas within the
township. The constraints specifically studied included: Soils; Topography (elevations); Wetlands,
Rivers and Lakes. These have been combined together to create a comprehensive constraints map
that will be used to further evaluate each corridor, and as reference when identifying pathway
construction alternatives.
7. Amy reviewed the Preliminary Conceptual Master Plan and explained that the concept primarily
represents discussions, needs, wants and desires expressed during the October public meeting. Amy
continued by discussing the general locations of potential pathway corridors and connections points
throughout the Township.
8. Non-motorized alternatives were presented and discussed, which included:
• Shared-use paths (both paved and natural)
• Sidewalks
• Bicycle Lanes along current and/or proposed roadways and streets
• Paved shoulders
• Shared roadway (signed bicycle routes)
Amy discussed each alternative in detail, identifying the relative differences of each, and how the
final plan will most likely recommend a mix of the various alternatives due to inherent constraints
and possible funding limitations.
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General questions and comments from the group at this time included:
• Connection to Bath from the Meridian Twp. is very important!….acknowledged by several
attendees
• Road Commission recently repaved roadways along and around Park Lake, is there
enough existing area for any of these alternatives, seems very limited… Additional
comments suggested that sidewalks along the north side of Park Lake would be a great
idea, however several attendees voiced safety concerns based on vehicle speed and several
potential blind spots. C2AE will further evaluate both on-site and further investigate available
right-of-way in the Park Lake areas, as well as along the Marsh Road and Webster Road
corridors. C2AE will discuss directly with Road Commission and Planning Team prior to the
May, 2009 public meeting.
• Would existing roadways be widened...in certain areas it could be an option, but would most
likely be based on available right-of-way, estimated construction costs, and consensus from the
Road Commission.
9. Focus then shifted to a review of potential primary non-motorized corridors. Amy presented a
graphic which illustrated several primary corridors, as well as elements of each. These have been
developed by C2AE for review and discussion with the public. These corridors included:
1. Webster Road
• North/South Corridor through the Township
• Sidewalk in Downtown area
• Paved Shoulder/Signed Bicycle Route to the South
2. Sleight Road/Stoll Road
• Paved shoulders and signed bicycle route on Sleight Road
• Singed bicycle route along Stoll Road
• East/West connection through Township
• Connect route along Center Road
3. State Road (East Lansing Connection)
• Shared use path along former railroad right-of-way (DeWitt Township)
• Alternate connection through Chandler Crossings
• Connection to Northern Tier Trail (East Lansing Trail System)
4. Center Road/Marsh Road (Meridian Twp. Connection)
• Connection to Meridian Township Trail System
• Paved Shoulders on Center Road
• Sidewalk along Marsh Road to connect to existing sidewalk
• Connect route along Coleman Road
General public discussion at this time included:
•

•

•
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Were corridors presented in order of importance...? No, these are preliminary thoughts from
a planning standpoint, however it is important to focus on primary east/west-north/south
connectivity, this could ultimately aid in determining long-range priority corridors, and may not
necessarily represent the most logical short-term routing.
Does the Webster Road Corridor compliment “Safe Routes To school”... Troy Feltman
commented that the Township has discussed the pathway master plan with the school system, and
confirmed that a significant goal of the plan is to incorporate safe school routes. The school
system is pleased that the process is moving forward has is supportive of the project.
Jim Foulds commented that the Marsh Road corridor is significant based on new housing
development, Meijers, etc. could be the number 1 priority corridor….
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•

•
•
•
•
•

•

It would appear, based on the presentation of pathway alternatives that the Webster Road
Corridor could realistically have a mix of alternative surfaces, where, as mentioned
previously Park Lake would be limited to most likely sidewalks…. However, it was
questioned where are the people going along Webster... Jim Foulds addressed this question
by stating that pedestrian generators along Webster Road could be significant based on the
potential and realized residential development.
The Marsh Road connection is crucial…
Webster Road has utilities in place; including broad band – this corridor will develop….
Connectivity to the new barrier-free park is important…
Isn’t a primary goal of the plan to bring people into the Township? Yes it is - it is also a
primary goal to provide various non-motorized access opportunities to Township residents
throughout as much of Township as practical.
Providing safe routes, no matter their location should be the most important criteria for
ant alternative, this may be the primary factor in determining the primary routes... This
was supported and acknowledged by a majority of the group in attendance. Amy commented that
as part of the study, C2AE has obtained accident data, and significant accidents are documented
along State Road, special considerations must be implemented in this area, as well as other area
where a high volume of potential vehicular/pedestrian conflicts are likely. C2AE will investigate
police ticketing in general corridor areas as another way to further evaluate the potential for
safety concerns.
General consensus of the group was to further evaluate the Park Lake corridor area to
identify additional non-motorized opportunities…

10. Formal presentation ended at approximately 8:20 PM
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