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Rental Housing Regulations

Prior to October 21, 2012 Bath Charter 
Township did not have in place any means 
by which to effectively address Rental 
Housing complaints. 

The recent adoption of Ordinance 66, 
now establishes minimum standards for 
the maintenance of rental structures and 
the surrounding premises and identifies 
the responsibilities of the owners, renters, 
operators and occupants as well as allowing 
for the administration, enforcement and 
penalties for Rental Housing violations. 

The ORdinanCe nOW aLLOWS 
FOR The TOWnShiP TO iniTiaTe 
COMPLianCe FOR, BuT nOT 
LiMiTed TO, The FOLLOWinG:

n Exteriors of Rental Dwelling Units: 
•	 Premises	Conditions:	(Sanitation,	

Grading & Drainage)
•	 Structural	Conditions:	(Structural	

Members, Exterior Surfaces, Foundation 
Walls, Exterior Walls, Roofs, Chimneys, 
Stairs & Porches, Handrails & Guardrails, 
Windows & Door Frames, Weathertight, 
and Insect Screens)

n Interiors of Rental Dwelling Units:
•	 Structural	Members
•	 Interior	Conditions:	(Surfaces,	Lead-

based Paint, Bathroom & Kitchen Floors 

and Decay)
•	 Exit	Doors
•	 Exit	Facilities

n Light and Ventilation for Rental  
Dwelling Units:
•	 Alternative	Devices	(other	methods	that	

will provide the equivalent) 
•	 General	Requirements	

n Plumbing for Rental Dwelling Units:
•	 Required	Facilities
•	 Water	Closet	(toilet)	and	Lavatory	(sink)
•	 Bathtub	or	Shower
•	 Kitchen	Sink
•	 Rooming	Houses
•	 Water	System.	(Contamination,	Supply	

and Water Heating Facilities)
•	 Sewage	System.	(Maintenance)

n Mechanical for Rental Dwelling Units:
•	 Heating	Facilities
•	 Cooking	and	Heating	Equipment
•	 Installations
•	 Chimneys,	Flues	and	Vents
•	 Safety	Controls
•	 Combustion	Air
•	 Fire	Places

n Electrical for Rental Dwelling Units:
•	 Extension	Cords
•	 Outlets
•	 Receptacles
•	 Installations CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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•	 Defects
•	 Elevators,	Escalators	and	Dumbwaiters

n Fire Safety for Rental Dwelling Units:
•	 Egress	(means	of	exiting)
•	 Direct	Exit
•	 Locked	Doors
•	 Fire	Escapes
•	 Emergency	Escapes:	(Windows	or	

Doors, Maintenance and Security)
•	 Accumulation	and	Storage:	(Waste	

Materials, Flammable & Explosive 
Matter, Flammable Liquids)

•	 Fire	Protection	Systems:	(Fire	Alarms,	
Fire Extinguishers and Smoke Detectors)

n Sanitation for Rental Dwelling Units:
•	 Cleanliness
•	 Disposal	of	Rubbish	and	Garbage

•	 Garbage	and	Rubbish	Storage	Facilities
•	 Extermination
•	 Vermin	and	Rat	Infestation

In the event of a violation, a Municipal Civil 
Infraction Violation Notice could be issued by 
an Authorized Township Official and payable to 
the Township’s Municipal Ordinance Violation 
Bureau within 10 days. 

The Ordinance Amendments in their entirety 
may be viewed on the Township’s webpage 
(www.bathtownship.us/),	located	on	the	left	side	
under	Ordinances	(recently	added).

For further information please contact the 
Ordinance Compliance Department at  
517-641-5165,	and/or	the	Building	Department	
at 517-641-4238.

Rental Housing,  

Township Looks 
to Expand 
Collaboration 
With Local 
Municipalities

Bath Police 
Neighborhood 

Watch Alert

Bath Township, DeWitt Township and City 
of DeWitt were awarded a $10,000 grant to 
analyze and develop a collaborative building 
inspection program. The grant will fund the 
research necessary to outline the elements of 
an interlocal agreement between the three 
communities. The preliminary analysis is 
leaning toward a consolidation of the building 
departments. Municipal staff and a consultant 
have been reviewing the potential impact to 
operations, finances, and service delivery.

We are anticipating that a recommendation 
will be made to the governing bodies of 
each municipality within the next 120 days. 
If any resident has questions regarding this 
grant project, please feel free to contact 
Troy Feltman at 517-641-6728 or tfeltman@
bathtownship.us.

Sign up to receive a weekly 
email alert from the Bath Charter 

Township Police Department. 

Send your name and email  
address to Kristi Colby at  
kcolby@bathtownship.us  

or call 517-641-6271.




