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Library Services, FROM PAGE 1

Charter Township Board 
approved the creation of a 
Library Center based upon an 
updated proposal provided by 
the Library Committee.

The new Bath Township 
Library Center will serve as 
an “outpost” of the DeWitt 
District Library, allowing 
residents to have access to 
DeWitt’s collection for delivery 
to Bath, rather than having 
to always travel to DeWitt. 
In addition to access to the 
DeWitt District Library’s full 
collection, the Bath Township 
Library Center allows Bath 
residents to have access to 
MelCat, a library cooperative 
that allows for access to 
materials from other libraries, 
delivered to Bath for free.

In accepting the Library 
Committee’s proposal, the 
Township Board has created 
the Library Center to be a 
department of your Township 

government. It will be open 
on a part-time basis to help 
manage costs and assess its 
benefit. It will be supervised 
by existing Township staff like 
all departments. Ultimately, 
the Library Center is under 
the authority of your elected 
Township Board of Trustees. 
The modest funding allocated 
from the Township to the 
Library Center is from the 
Township’s general fund 
and the Township Board has 
committed to funding the 
Library Center at least through 
the end of 2014, at which time 
decisions will be made about 
how to proceed with our 
ultimate goal of having library 
services remain permanent 
in Bath. No new taxes will 
be levied during this time for 
the creation or operation of 
the Bath Township Library 
Center. A copy of the 
approved proposal for the 
Library Center is available on 
the Bath Charter Township 

website at www.bathtownship.
us for your review.

THE COMING MILLAGE 
ELECTION

After the Township Board 
approved the Library Center 
proposal, some Township 
residents initiated a petition 
drive under a law passed in 
1877. The petitions would 
place a question on the 
November 5, 2013 ballot 
for the specific purpose 
of creating, operating 
and directly funding an 
independent Public Library. 
Only 50 signatures were 
required to be obtained 
and verified, and since 
that number was met, the 
Township Board formally 
approved the language for 
placement on the ballot at 
their regular meeting on 
August 19, 2013. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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The ballot language, as 
required by the petition and, 
thus, as approved by the 
Township Board reads as 
follows: 

“Shall Bath Charter Township 
levy a total of 0.25 mill ($0.25 
per $1,000.00) on the taxable 
value of property located in 
Bath Charter Township for four 
years beginning with the 2013 
tax levy year and continuing 
through the 2016 tax levy 
year (inclusive), which will 
raise in the first year of such 
levy an estimated revenue of 
Eighty-Nine Thousand Dollars 
($89,000.00) to be used only 
for the specific purpose of 
operating and directly funding 
an independent Public Library 
in Bath Charter Township as 
defined under the City, Village 
and Township Libraries Act, 
Public Act 164 of 1877, MCL 
397.201, et seq? If approved, 
this would be a new millage.

Yes___

No ___”

Regarding this proposal and 
the choice voters will make on 
November 5, please review 
the following information 
provided for voter education.

AN INDEPENDENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
APPROVED BY VOTERS

If the millage passes on 
November 5, it creates an 
independent Public Library 
that will be governed by an 
independently elected Board 
of Directors, rather than by 
the Township Board. However, 
initially the Bath Township 

Board must appoint the first 
Board of Directors. These 
Board-appointed directors 
will serve for two years until 
the next township election in 
2016. At that time, voters will 
elect a new Library Board of 
Directors. 

While some may find it 
exciting for Bath to finally 
have a library of its own, the 
creation of an independent 
Public Library in Bath will have 
many impacts that residents 
should be aware of:

1.	 If the township has an 
independent library, 
it is unclear that our 
longstanding relationship 
with the Dewitt Public 
Library can continue. If it 
does not, Bath residents 
will no longer be able 
to access services at the 
DeWitt District Library 
without paying a “non-
resident membership 
fee.” If that relationship 
ends, the DeWitt District 
Library will not service 
the independent Public 
Library by shipping 
materials from its 
collection, and will not 
provide access to MelCat, 
the extended cooperative 
collection. Those services 
will have to be separately 
obtained by the new 
library.

2.	 If the relationship with the 
DeWitt District Library 
ends, all library services 
will be handled by the 
new library and must 
be funded by the 0.25 
mills levied to Township 
residents, plus any penal 

fines that are available 
after the library is officially 
established. It is too soon 
to know if funding for 
an independent library 
would start in 2014 or 
2015. The independent 
Public Library can work 
with other area libraries to 
share or extend services 
into the Bath area, but 
contracts would have 
to be negotiated with 
payments (not unlike what 
we are paying now for the 
same service) to those 
entities to cover their costs 
(if they are interested).

3.	 The Library of Michigan 
only provides State aid to 
“recognized” libraries. To 
be recognized, a library 
must be supported at the 
local level with 0.3 mills or 
more. (The 0.25 mills on 
the ballot in November 
does not meet this test.) In 
addition, to be recognized 
and eligible to receive 
State aid for libraries, 
our independent library 
would be required to hire 
a certified library director 
and at least one certified 
staff person. Without this 
recognition, State Aid is 
not available, nor is the 
availability to participate 
in “library cooperatives.” 
Library Cooperatives are 
important to libraries as 
they bring in services for 
reduced costs because 
they are shared. Thus, 
to meet the 0.3 mills 
threshold, an additional 
millage would need to 
be sought from township 
residents after the 
November election or the 

Library Article, FROM PAGE 5
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Township Board would 
have to provide additional 
funding to the library 
from general operating 
expenses, and the new 
library would have to 
hire professional staff. 
See “State Aid to Public 
Libraries Application 
Process, Michigan 
Department of Education, 
Library of Michigan, 
Issued October 1, 2011.” 
Professional staff is not 
required for the Township 
to open and use the 
approved Library Center. 

4.	 The 1877 law that allows 
for creating a township 
library does not have 
a provision that would 
allow the voters or the 
Township Board to change 
their mind and go back 
to the way it is now or to 
adopt a different form of 
library in the future. Once 
created, the independent 
township library cannot be 
dissolved, even if a better 
way to provide library 
services came about. If it 

was decided after a year 
or more that, for example, 
the Township would be 
better served by creating 
a District Library, like 
DeWitt or the Capital Area 
District Library, the 1877 
law does not allow that to 
happen. Rather, it would 
probably require that the 
Legislature amend the 
1877 law if Bath wanted to 
go in a different direction, 
should the millage pass 
and the independent 
township library is created.

LIBRARY SERVICES 
BETWEEN NOW AND 
THE ELECTION

The Township has moved 
forward with the approved 
Library Center, which will 
open prior to the November 
election. Understandably, 
the creation of the Township 
Library Center and the 
concurrent request for 
an independent library 
millage has generated some 
confusion in the community. 
The Township has no official 

position on the millage. 
Information so that voters can 
make an informed choice is 
always important and is the 
reason for this article. 

As with all elections, we 
encourage residents to 
exercise their right to vote on 
November 5.

Should you have questions 
regarding this information, 
please contact the Bath 
Charter Township Offices 
at (517) 641-6728 or info@
bathtownship.us.







8  |  Bath Charter Township Newsletter

Dates to Remember
October 10 Clinton County 
Open Food Distribution 
Project, BCC at 5959 Park 
Lake Rd., Bath. Registration at 
8 am. Questions? (989) 227-
3333

October 10 MiCAFE at Bath 
Township Offices, 9 am – 12 
pm, or (517) 749-3333 for 
appointment

October 11 Flu Shots 
available at the Bath Township 
Senior Center; For more 
information call Dana at (517) 
641-5169

October 14 Columbus Day; 
Township Offices are open, 
but there is no U.S. mail

October 15 Sewer bills due; 
Service coverage of October, 
November & December

October 18 Farm to Fork 
Fall Feast, 5:30 - 8 pm 
at Peacock Road Tree 
Farm, 11854 Peacock Rd., 
Laingsburg. Tickets are on 
sale at www.bathtownship.us

October 28 Truck or 
Treat, 6-8 pm at the Bath 
Elementary School North 
Parking Lot. In the event 
of inclement weather: Bath 

Middle School west hallway 
(Parks & Recreation Event)

October 31 Halloween; Trick 
or Treat, 6–8 pm

November 3 Daylight 
Savings; Don’t forget to “fall 
back” one hour

November 5 7 am – 8 pm; 
Election Day: Please see 
related article. By 4 pm; 
Emergency absentee voting 
for Election

November 7 Bath Farmers 
Market Moves Indoors, BCC 
at 5959 Park Lake Rd.

November 11 Veterans 
Day; Township Offices, 
Senior Center & Police 
Administration Closed

November 14 Clinton 
County Open 
Food Distribution 
Project, BCC 
at 5959 Park 
Lake Rd., Bath. 
Registration at 8 
am. Questions? 
Please call (989) 
227-3333

November 
14 MiCAFE at 
Bath Township 
Offices, 9 am – 12 

pm, or (517) 749-3333 for 
appointment

November 15 Buck Pole 
(Parks & Recreation Event) 
from 6-9 pm behind the 
Township Offices, 14480 
Webster Rd., Bath

November 23 Community 
Conversation with Supervisor 
Clark, 9:30 – 11 am at 

Subway, 16800 S. Chandler 
Rd., Chandler Crossings,  
East Lansing 

November 28 & 29 
Thanksgiving; Township 
Offices, Senior Center & 
Police Administration Closed

December 1 Winter tax bills 
mailed

December 12 Clinton County 
Open Food Distribution 
Project, BCC at 5959 Park 
Lake Rd., Bath. Registration at 
8 am. Questions? (989) 227-
3333

December 12 MiCAFE at 
Bath Township Offices, 9 am – 
12 pm, or (517) 749-3333 for 
appointment

December 14 Community 
Conversation with 
Supervisor Clark, 9:30 – 11 
am at a location TO BE 
ANNOUNCED. Watch for 
information in the DeWitt-
Bath Review, and on the 
Township’s website & 
Facebook page

December 14 Craft Show 
at the Bath Township Senior 
Center from 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm; For more information call 
Dana at (517) 641-5169

December 24 & 25 
Christmas; Township Offices, 
Senior Center & Police 
Administration Closed

December 31 & January 1 
New Years; Township Offices, 
Senior Center & Police 
Administration Closed
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SCRAPBOOKING: Held 
on the 3rd Friday of each 
month (excluding December 
& July) at the BCC from 6 
pm-midnight. The fee to 
participate is $3/night or 
4 nights/$10. Bring your 
scrapbooking materials and 
enjoy the company of others 
sharing the same interest while 
working on your project. This 
program is open to the public 
and registration takes place at 
the event.

TARGET ARCHERY: This 
class is for ages 9+ and will 
take place at the BCC on 
Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8 
pm on 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 
3/3 & 3/10/2014. The fee to 
participate is $45. Shooting at 
a distance of 30’, participants 
will learn proper techniques 
for target shooting. This 
class will be taught by Mike 
Goodwin, who has over 
39 years of experience in 
archery, and is a certified 
instructor for the National 
Archery in the Schools 
program. Registration takes 
place at the Township Offices 
beginning 12/12 and will 
continue until the class is full 
(limit of 10 students). 

TRUCK OR TREAT 2013: 
This event will be held on 
Monday, October 28, from 6-8 
pm in the Bath Elementary 
School north parking lot. 
Trick-or-Treaters can dress for 
the occasion and visit area 
businesses at their vehicles 
for a treat. We are in need of 
businesses to participate, as 
well as candy. In the event of 
inclement weather, this event 
will be held in the west hallway 
of the Bath Middle School. 

Current sponsors include 
Meijer of Bath Township, Bath 
Music Jammers, Northside 
Service Inc., Bath Community 
Schools Transportation, Joe 
Eddington Siding & Windows, 
American Rentals, E.D.S. 
Irrigation, Classy Lassies of 
Bath & Beyond, Rebecca’s 
Studio of Dance, Gorsline-
Runciman Funeral Homes 
of DeWitt, Bath Township 
Department of Public Works, 
Dave Fry Realty, Bob Evans 
Farms Restaurants, and the 
Peacock Road Tree Farm. To 
donate to the event, become 
a sponsor or register as a 
business to hand out candy, 
please contact Director 
Becky Goodwin.

ZUMBA & ZUMBA 
TONING FOR 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER: 
Join Instructor Colleen 
Opphile for Zumba on 
Mondays, and Zumba Toning 
on Thursdays at the BCC. 
Registration takes place on 
the first night of class. Zumba 
will meet 10/21, 10/28, 11/4, 
11/11, 11/18 & 11/25/2013 for 
a fee of $48. Zumba Toning 
will meet on Thursdays, 
10/24, 10/31, 11/7, 11/14 & 
11/21/2013 for a fee of $40. 
Each class runs from 7:15-8:15 
pm. Register for both classes 
at a discounted rate of $77.

ZUMBA & ZUMBA 
TONING FOR 
DECEMBER: Zumba 
sessions for December will 
be held on Mondays, 12/2, 
12/9 & 12/16 for a fee of $24. 
Zumba Toning will be held 
12/12 & 12/19 for a fee of 
$16. Sessions will be held at 
the BCC from 7:15-8:15 pm. 
Register for both classes at a 
discounted rate of $35.

Bath Township Parks & Recreation, FROM PAGE 7

Notification of  
Ordinance Change
Effective February 10, 2014, Ordinance No. 
31.43 and No. 31.44 will become operational, 
amending the Bath Charter Township Zoning 
Ordinance. Ordinance No. 31.43 will prohibit 
the creation of flag lots and clarify conditions 
for the use of previously established flag lots. 
Ordinance No. 31.44 will eliminate private 
roads for residential use and will permit 
private streets and roads only in commercial 

developments, as well as delete the section of 
the Zoning Ordinance entitled “Private roads 
serving more than one lot” in its entirety.

Should you have questions regarding either of 
these ordinances, please contact Bath Charter 
Township Planning staff.
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Residential Accessory Buildings
An accessory building is defined in the 
Zoning Ordinance as a building or structure 
customarily incidental and subordinate to the 
principal structure and located on the same lot 
as the principal building.

If you or someone you know wants to put 
an accessory building on their property the 
following may apply: 
•	 An accessory building, including carports 

attached to the principal building, shall 
be made structurally a part thereof, 
and shall comply in all respects with the 
requirements of this ordinance applicable 
to the principal building. Breezeways, as an 
attachment between the garage or carport 
and the main building, shall be considered 
a part of the main building, but shall not 
be considered livable floor area.

•	 An accessory building, unless attached and 
made structurally a part of the principal 
building, shall not be closer than ten feet 
to any other structure on the lot.

•	 No accessory building shall be closer than 
ten feet to any interior side or rear lot line.

•	 Accessory buildings are subject to all 
setback requirements from the street 
applying to the principal building; 
provided, however, when topographic 
conditions prevent compliance with this 
provision, the board of zoning appeals 
may vary the above requirements in such 
a manner as to contribute to the public 
safety and general welfare.

•	 An accessory building shall not occupy 
more than 30 percent of the area of any 
rear or front yard.

•	 No detached residential accessory 
building shall exceed 20 feet in height. 
Detached accessory buildings for other 
uses may be constructed to equal the 
permitted maximum height of structures 
in said districts, subject to board of zoning 
appeals approval if the building exceeds 
20 feet in height. This restriction shall not 
apply to agriculturally oriented accessory 
structures.

A Zoning (Land Use) Permit is required with 
a $50 application fee and a Building Permit 
is also required if floor area of a detached 
accessory structure exceeds 200 square feet.

If you have any further questions please 
contact the Building Department at 517-641-
4238 or buildingdept@bathtownship.us. 

Posting for Township 
Superintendent
The Charter Township of Bath (Clinton County, 
Michigan) a full service township just north 
of metropolitan Lansing and Michigan State 
University. Salary dependent on qualifications 
and includes excellent benefits. Requires 
local government management experience, 
strong oral and written communication skills, 
and budgeting and labor relation abilities. 

Prefer advanced degree in related field. List 
of entire duties available. Apply immediately 
with resume and cover letter to Paula Clark, 
Supervisor, P.O. Box 247, Bath, Michigan 
48808, or email to pclark@bathtownship.us, 
telephone (517) 641-6728. Resumes accepted 
until October 31, 2013.
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A New Look for the Beach  
at Park Lake
For some time, Bath Charter 
Township had desired to make 
the Beach at Park Lake more 
aesthetically pleasing and to 
provide a space for all to enjoy, 
regardless of physical ability. 
Early in 2013, planning began 
and Parks & Recreation Director 
Becky Goodwin submitted a grant 
application to the Capital Region 
Community Foundation for beach 
renovations at Park Lake. Word 
was received in June that the 
Township had been awarded a 
grant of $6,000 from the CRCF 
towards the construction of a 16’ 
x 24’ handicap accessible pavilion 
overlooking the lake. Construction began the just one 
month later in July.  

The project included the addition of a 5’ wide sidewalk, 
which provides for ease of connectivity from the parking 
area to the pavilion and existing sidewalk. A handicap 
accessible grill and picnic tables also allow for those of 
any ability to enjoy the beach experience. The swimming 
area is now identified with a newly purchased buoy and 
rope system, separating it from the handicap accessible 
fishing dock located on the west end of the Beach. 
Benches, trash receptacles, and a bike rack were all 
added during the renovation.  

A generous donation of $1,000 was received from The Friends of Park Lake and a discount on 
plants was offered by VanAtta’s Greenhouse and was applied toward the landscaping project to 
complete the renovation.

Tell the Bath DDA  
What You Think!
The Downtown Development Authority 
would like to hear from you! Please click the 
BathDDA link at www.bathtownship.us. Then 
you can click on the survey link under Recent 
Announcements to give your opinions on the 
Main Street district, or just provide general 
comments. The DDA will use feedback in 
determining projects to pursue in the future.

The DDA District in Bath includes the Webster 
Road corridor from I-69 north, includes the four 
corners of Webster Road and Clark Road, as well 
as the traditional Main Street district.

For questions, please contact Brian Keesey at 
the Bath Township Offices, (517) 641-6728.




